ORDINANCE NUMBER 4-13-23
PERRY TOWNSHIP, LAWRENCE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA

AN ORDINANCE REGULATING TALL GRASS AND WEEDS,
REQUIRING SEASONAL CUTTING, REMOVING OR TRIMMING,
AUTHORIZING THE RECOVERY OF COSTS,

AND PROVIDING PENALTIES FOR VIOLATIONS

NOW, THEREFORE, it is hereby enacted and ordained as follows:

SECTION 1: TITLE.

This Ordinance shall be known and may be cited as the “Perry Township Tall Grass and Weed
Ordinance.”

SECTION 2. PURPOSE

A.

B.

The Board of Supervisors hereby finds that tall grass, weeds and vegetation can have a
blighting effect on neighborhoods and can provide a refuge for vermin and insects.

The purpose of this Ordinance is to secure the public health, safety and general welfare of
the residents and property owners of Perry Township (“Township™) by regulating the
height of certain grass, weeds and other vegetation.

SECTION 3. DEFINITIONS.

The following words, as used in this Ordinance, shall have the following meanings:

A.

Agricultural Purpose: Crops grown and harvested for profit or subsistence, including but
not limited to corn, oats, wheat, cotton, hemp, alfalfa, or barley.

Occupant: Any person who has the right to occupy a parcel of property in the Township
due to being an owner or pursuant to a verbal or written lease or rental agreement with the
owner or agent thereof.

Owner: Any person holding an ownership interest in land in the Township upon which
offending vegetation is growing. For the purposes of this Ordinance, the name and address
listed on the tax assessment roll shall indicate ownership interest in such land.

Person: Any natural person, partnership, association, firm or corporation.
Weeds: Any Canadian or Russian thistle, chicory, burdock, nettle, poison ivy, sumac,

goldenrod, wild lettuce, wild mustard, wild parsley, ragweed, milkweed or any other plant
or vegetation whatsoever that is not edible or not planted for an agricultural purpose.



SECTION 4. PUBLIC NUISANCE DECLARATION.

Any grass, weeds or other vegetation (excluding bushes and trees) which are not grown for
agricultural purposes, and which exceed six (6) inches in height on any improved property or
twelve (12) inches in height on any unimproved property (“offending vegetation™) are hereby
declared to be a nuisance and detrimental to the health, safety, cleanliness and comfort of the
residents of the Township.

SECTION 5. UNLAWFUL ACTS.

A. It shall be unlawful for any person owning or occupying property within the Township to
allow offending vegetation to grow or to maintain such vegetation on the property.

B. It shall be unlawful for any person to interfere with Township employees or representatives
while they are engaged in carrying out the provisions of this Ordinance.

SECTION 6. RIGHT OF ENTRY.

Township employees and Township authorized representatives are hereby empowered to enter
upon any premises or land in the Township for the purpose of inspecting, cutting, removing and/or
trimming offending vegetation.

SECTION 7. RESPONSIBILITY FOR CUTTING, REMOVING OR TRIMMING.

A. Every person owning or occupying property within the Township upon which any
offending vegetation grows or remains shall cut, remove or trim such vegetation or cause
the vegetation to be cut, removed or trimmed on or before the fifteenth day of June of each
and every year and again on or before the fifteenth day of August of each and every year.

B. In the case of owner-occupied property, the owner of the property shall comply with the
requirements of this section.

C. In the case of tenant-occupied property, the tenant/occupant shall comply with the
requirements of this section.

D. In the case of a vacant land or vacant structures, the owner of the property shall comply
with the requirements of this section.

SECTION 8. NOTICE OF VIOLATION; ABATEMENT.

A. If a property is determined to be in violation of this Ordinance, a notice of violation shall
be sent to the owner and/or occupant of the property by:

(1) Sending a written notice of violation by certified and first-class mail to the last known
address of the owner and/or occupant of the property whereon offending vegetation is
growing or being maintained in violation of this Ordinance.

(2) If the certified mail and first-class mail are returned as undeliverable, by leaving written
notice of violation on the premises either by handing such notice to an adult in charge
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of the premises or by affixing a copy of the notice to the premises at a conspicuous
place thereon.

B. All notices shall specify the nature of the violation and shall require abatement of the
violation within ten (10) days of service of the notice of violation. Upon good cause shown,
the Board of Supervisors may extend the abatement period for up to ten (10) additional
days.

C. The owner and occupant of any property in violation of this Ordinance shall each receive
one notice of violation per summer season. If the notice is for violation of the "15th day of
June" requirement, the notice may also require such owner or occupant to again cut and
remove all such offending vegetation within ten (10) days following the 15th day of August
of said year, without further notice required from the Township.

SECTION 9. FAILURE TO COMPLY; ASSESSMENT/RECOVERY OF COSTS.

A. If the owner or occupant fails, refuses or neglects to properly cut, remove or trim the
offending vegetation within ten (10) days of the notice, the Board of Supervisors may cause
the vegetation to be cut, removed or trimmed by a Township employee or an authorized
Township representative.

B. The Township shall keep an account of all abatement costs and expenses, including but not
limited to equipment usage, transportation, man-hours involved, overhead, debris removal
or relocation costs, and removal and disposal of debris, junk or other miscellaneous
obstructions which would be necessary or convenient to carry out the abatement.

C. After completion, all such costs and expenses, plus an administrative charge of ten (10%)
percent, thereof per parcel, per cutting shall be invoiced to the owner or occupant. If the
property owner or tenant does not pay the invoice within sixty (60) days of the date of the
invoice, the invoice amount may be charged against the premises as a lien on the land or
property, plus an additional delinquency fee of one percent (1%) per month until paid.

D. Alternatively, the Township may recover the full amount of the abatement costs and
administrative charge by suit in assumpsit. In such event, the owner shall also be liable for
all additional costs and attorneys' fees incurred by the Township.

SECTION 10. PENALTIES FOR VIOLATIONS.

A. Any person who fails, neglects or refuses to comply with any of the provisions of this
Ordinance shall, upon conviction before a magisterial district judge, be sentenced to pay a
fine or penalty of not less than two hundred dollars ($200) nor more than five hundred
dollars ($500), plus costs of prosecution and attorneys’ fees. Each day that a violation
continues may constitute a separate offense and may be punishable as such.

B. Repeat offenses under this Ordinance shall be subject to increased fines as provided by this
section. As used in this section, “repeat offense” means a second (or any subsequent)
violation of the same requirement or provision of this Ordinance within any three (3) year
period. The increased fine for a repeat offense under this Ordinance shall be as follows:



(1) The fine for any offense which is a first repeat offense shall be not less than $300 plus
costs.

(2) The fine for any offense which is a second repeat offense shall be not less than $400
plus costs.

(3) The fine for any offense which is a third or any subsequent repeat offense, shall be not
less than $500 each plus costs.

SECTION 11. SEVERABILITY.

The several provisions of this Ordinance are declared to be separate; if any Court shall hold that
any section or provision hereof is invalid, such holding shall not affect or impair the validity of
any other section or provision of this Ordinance.

SECTION 12. EFFECTIVE DATE.

This Ordinance shall become effective five (5) days after adoption.

ENACTED AND ORDAINED, this 13" day of April 2023, by the Board of Supervisors in public
session duly assembled.

PERRY TOWNSHIP
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
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By: Ly N

Chaffperson

ATTEST:

Aice’Chair

€tary—

(SEAL)
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